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Introduction

The STRIPS (Science-based Trials of Rowcrops Integrated with Prairie Strips) project has devel-
oped collaborative partnerships with about 50 farmers, landowners, and organizations that have
integrated prairie strips into their farm landscapes. One of the STRIPS project’s guiding prin-
ciples is to “create and maintain feedback loops for information sharing among team members,
farmer/farm landowner adopters, and other stakeholders.” A major goal of these feedback loops
is to learn from collaborators who have adopted prairie strips so project staff and partners can
help current (and future) collaborators to successfully establish and manage prairie strips.

An important part of those feedback loops is an annual, online survey of STRIPS collaborators
who have established prairie strips. The purpose of the survey is to learn about collaborating
landowners’ experiences with the establishment and management of prairie strips to help proj-
ect staff understand (1) what positive and negative experiences they have had, (2) what informa-
tion and technical assistance needs they may have, and (3) to learn from their ideas about how
the STRIPS team can improve outreach and promotional efforts.

Experiences with prairie strips

Q1. What have been some of your positive experiences with your prairie strips this past year?
Q2. What have been some of the challenges with your prairie strips this past year?

Q3. What advice would you give someone who is getting ready to plant prairie strips?

Q4. What have people (e.g., neighbors, friends, crop advisers) said to you about your prairie
strips, whether positive, negative, or questions?

How else can we help?
Q5. What are some of the questions you have about prairies and prairie management?
Q6. What else can the Iowa State University STRIPS project do to help?

Q7. What educational events that you attended this past year have helped you to improve your
understanding of prairie strips? In what ways were they helpful?

Prairie Strips Promotion
Q8. How did you first hear about prairie strips?
Q9. Have you ever recommended prairie strips to other farmers and/or landowners?

Q10. If you have recommended prairie strips to others, what motivated you to recommend
them?

Q11.In 2026, would you be willing to show your prairie strips to potential adopters in your area
and share your knowledge and experiences?

Q12. Prairie strips are now eligible for annual rental payments through the Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP). Would you be interested in establishing CRP prairie strips?

The web-based survey was sent by email to 43 collaborators in January 2026, and the survey re-
mained open until Early April. Twenty-seven collaborators opened the survey, and 19 completed
at least some of the survey for an effective response rate of 44 percent. This report presents the

responses to the questions. STRIPS Collaborator Survey: 2025 Crop Year



Table 1. What have been some of your positive experiences with your prairie strips over the past two years?

ID

1 Increased plant health, decreased thistles, great habitat for wildlife.

2 Watching it develop.

3

4 1. Now that we have transitioned the entire farm to grazing grass-fed, grass-finished livestock (Scottish Highland
cattle, Katahdin sheep, pasture chickens), we are using the grazing to spot graze brome/reed canary grass/weedy
problem areas; gratifying to see how livestock management differs from fire/other management methods.

2. Itis interesting to see the prairie strips integrated with year-around cover crops versus corn/soybean row crops.
The strips still provide soil health and erosion prevention benefits as we transition the row crop acres. Long-term
the plan is to establish highly diverse prairie for grazing throughout the farm, so the strips will “disappear” and
become part of the larger landscape.

3. The prairie just makes me happy; | love to observe the ever-shifting dominance of species year to year.

5 No erosion.

6 Relatively easy to establish; fun to walk through and discover what species are growing; increase in wildlife.

7 Of course | love the conservation of soil and nutrients. As an organic farmer | think I’'m getting benefits from
beneficial insects to help control pests and weeds.

8 I like how they are so versatile and can be put almost anywhere in a field. Landowners are excited to be able to turn
around on them.

9 Continued increase in wildlife and had a bear take up residence for about 3 months summer before last.

10 Ease of establishment.. first year there were a few weeds, but in the second year, the strips began to shine-very few
weeds. The strips are stopping any soil erosion and nutrients from making it to the roadside ditches. I like to think
of them as “fencing in” or containing soil and nutrients similar to how we contain our livestock.

11 1.ISU bee researchers have found several species of native bumble bees. 2. | have been able to graze one of my
prairie strips with my ewes. 3. | have walked my strips with my grandchildren to identify native species. 4. Pheasants
shelter in the strips in winter. 5. Dickcissels nest in the big blue stem in summer. 5. The native flowers are quite nice
in June-July-August-September. 6. Ecosystem benefits are obvious, but | don’t have any way to measure them.

12 Wildlife habitat.

13 If prairie strips were not there, we would see erosion problems in that location.

14  Seeing a parade of 11 male pheasants through our yard heading to the prairie. Keeping woody invaders controlled.

15 Continue to be amazed how different plants express themselves under different growing conditions.

16  Picking wild flowers for my wife. Lots of birds and butterflies. Beneficial insects controlling the insects harming
my crops.

17 Learning how to apply ROI to row crops.

Some boost in bird, insect/pollinator populations.

Confirming that my neighbors consider me to be a tree hugging, hippie, liberal. Watching their destructive behavior
to show their concern for my soul.

Learning that ISU cares a lot more about big ag, than the land and people who care for it.

18 VYes, excellent growth of diverse plants both years---each year the plant dominant mix changes somewhat
Good summer wildlife habitat--especially upland birds.
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Table 2. What have been some of the challenges with your prairie strips this past year?

ID

1 Not many; some thistles, some invasion of woody plants.

2 Creating fire breaks for burning the strips.

3

4 1. We continue to struggle with brome/reed canary/non-native grasses in certain areas where we didn’t get a good
kill prior to seeding the strips. This is mainly in our 2.1 acres strip that was a dilapidated fence row; we needed a
better termination of the established grasses. This is much harder to accomplish than when converting row crop
land to prairie. Hard lesson learned. 2. We continue to have some invasive broad-leaf weeds (wild carrot, poison
hemlock, Canada thistle, etc.) invade the strips. We are using hand digging prior to seed-head formation to manage
this; it is an ongoing task! We are seeing progress; fewer weeds each year.

5 Noone

6 Correct species ID; increasing populations of Canada thistle.

7 The biggest problems are perennial weeds. It used to be just Canada thistle, but field bindweed is becoming a
bigger issue. And it’s annual cousin Morning-glory is a real problem on the edges.

8 Our local FSA having too much workload to process all of the CRP applications.

9 Invasives....biggest being brome grass.

10 No challenges. They’re working as advertised.

11  When the local FD burned them 2 years ago, they also melted one of my tile intakes which | had to pay to repair.
(My strips are on terraces we built in 1991). The other thing is working with my renter to maintain the strips given
that they treat the row-crop with herbicide several times a year. | have not had much damage though.

12 Point rows difficult to farm. Need to control woody invaders.

13 Getting the strips burned has been a challenge. Controlling Canada thistle and mulberry trees has been an ongoing
work task item.

14 | don’t think management is the same challenge that it was a dozen years ago. So experience.

15 Being able to burn with the right conditions.

16 Weeds and cedar trees.

17 Dicambia, invasive species, the concept that they can be “played out” vs actually putting in plots large enough
to provide some resistance to dicambia and other drift. They also need to be large enough to prevent new gully
erosion from happening at the edges.

18 Invasive weeds/grasses---brome, reed canary grass and Canadian thistle.
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Table 3. What advice would you give someone who is getting ready to plant prairie strips?

ID

1 Just do it and get guidance from experts in the field.

2 Do it.

3

4 1. Make sure you have all prior vegetation terminated before seeding. Preparation of the site is the first key to
good establishment.

2. Do a frost/winter seeding if at all possible; the freeze-thaw cycle and melting snow allowing good soil-seed
contact with moisture is ideal.

3. Use an eco-type seed mix as closely matched to your area and soils as possible. These seeds are better
suited to survive and thrive in your strip.

5 Do it

6 Ensure a clean seed bed, preferrably prepped multiple ways at least a year in advance.

7 Make sure the area has a low weed seed bank and no perennials.

8 Be patient. If doing a spring planting you likely won’t see flowers until year 2, and things will be much better
inyear 3.

9 Best in ground previously planted to beans. If in grass kill at least three times with glyphosate and grass
specific herbicide before planting. | plant via hand broadcast of seed mix made with wet sand. | do not mow
early except on a spot basis for thistles. Moving kills any annuals in your mix. The more species in your mix
the better. | buy individually and customize the mix based on location/soil conditions.

10 Probably best to get them seeded in November/December. Also, think strategically when working with NRCS
to design the strips. Take into account machinery width, sprayer width, traffic patterns, etc. when designing
width of strips and extra strips within the field.

11 Kill the existing vegetation before seeding. It might take a couple of passes with herbicide.

12 Work with farm operator to make STRIPS fit easily into operation.

13 Know what prairie can look like in the different stages of development. Plants that look tall or “untamed”
might be exactly what you planted, native prairie species. Learn how people used them long ago and
appreciation will follow.

14 Take time to enjoy the changes that take place in time. Trust the “rules” of early management, walk often.

15 Keep the design simple and use a diverse mix of plants so that they are better habitat for more species

16 Plant a mix with a lot of forbs in it.

17 1.) Put a GIS map over your farm.

2.) Establish the most appropriate practices (hay, pasture, prairie, trees, ponds, wetlands) where you should
not raise crops.

18 Good site prep and yearly maintenance needed--and patience.

19
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Table 4. What have people (e.g., neighbors, friends, crop advisers) said to you about your prairie strips, whether
positive, negative, or questions?

ID

1 No negatives, love to hear the pheasants cackle, love the beauty of the wildflowers.

2 Really haven’t had any comments.

3

4 People that know about our strips (not visible from a road), are very positive and love the fact that we are doing
something to benefit the soil, wildlife, and environment. Most large production, traditional row crop farmers
tend to pay little attention; it’s hard to get them to attend a field day or visit the farm. It takes an intensive one-
on-one interaction to move the needle among this group. | find this even with the SWCD commissioners in my
county; I’'m an assistant commissioner, and they never ask any questions about my prairie strips when | bring
them up in conversation. So disappointing!

5

6 They’ve enjoyed watching how it has transformed over the years, in addition to seeing the increase in wildlife.

7 Everyone thinks they are beautiful. I’'m not sure how many people have any idea how many other benefits there
are.

8 There have been no negatives. Everyone who has them hasn’t complained. | think they understand why they are
great for wildlife, pollinator insects and water quality.

9 They love seeing the wildlife.

10 Most farmer comments revolve around liking the concept of buffering the edges...especially around tree lines.
Non-farmers like the coexistence of pollinators, native grasses, wildflowers, wildlife habitat with farming.

11 People like the blossoms in the summer, but some neighbors think | shouldn’t give up the rent money that |
would get from those acres.

12 Crop advisers admit STRIPS cause some challenges for chemical application, but they’ve tried to
cooperate operator questions if STRIPS cause yield reduction in adjacent field.

13 I've not heard any specific comments.

14 My renter and | feel areas of prairie in the crop fields are a great way to manage poor performing areas of the
farm. These are an outgrowth of our experience with the contoured 30" and 60’ strips in our field and greater
flexibility in CRP programs. Hunters with dogs stop by and enjoy a romp where | allow and thank me.

15 Haven’t said much.

16 They like the looks and wonder if they can take graduation and engagement pictures in it.

17 People like the prairie and common sense. Prairie strips are not a sustainable solution for most Southern lowa
drift plain land.

18 N/A
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Table 5. What are some of the questions you have about prairies and prairie management?

ID

1 Best practices for non-chemical thistle control.

2 None at this time.

3

4 This year, I'm really digging into what prairie plants are most palatable for grazing and how to create a highly
diverse, palatable prairie for livestock. We will be adding diversity to our strips as a first step to transitioning
the entire farm to prairie. The cattle will naturally spread prairie seeds through their manure and transporting
them on their hooves.

5

6 Usually ongoing questions about species identification and whether or not they represent an increase or
decrease in prairie health.

7 | would like documented evidence of insects, birds, worms, etc. to be able to share more knowledgeably with
others.
Does mid-contract management mowing actually benefit the native forbs, or does it hinder them?

)

10 How often do you recommend burning the prairie strips?

11 Keeping the mulberry trees out of my strips is a problem. | have cut them out, treated the stumps, but they
come back.

12 How long it might take to improve soil health under strips and beyond.

13 No questions at the moment.

14

15 We have lots of sheep and goats on our land so | wonder how they will affect the mix of plants in the prairie.

16 How often should we burn?

17 Stop supporting CAFO’s and centralized specialized farming. All you are doing is making agriculture a moral
Hazzard with the gas to grass project.

18 Still disappointed with complete flattening of PS after first wet snow in early winter.

19
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Table 6. What else can the lowa State University STRIPS project do to help?

ID

1 Information on how the soil has benefited after 10 years, 20 years as a result of the strips.

2

3

4 | feel southwest lowa is behind in expanding the number of farmers using prairie strips. Our hilly terrain is well
suited to prairie strips, but our NRCS and SWCD tend to focus on terraces/tile as the key conservation practice to
reduce erosion. It would be great to hold some “invitation only” small group events with farmers that farmland well
suited to prairie strips; coordinate with the NRCS office to talk about the CRP CP43 practice.

5

6 I've really enjoyed the annual walk-throughs with Tim and appreciate his willingness to do so.

7 Keep up the good work.

8 Nothing I’'m aware of besides helping find our SWCD more funding to promote them.

9 | continue to suggest research to see if STRIPS provides a refuge to prevent the development of herbicide resistant
weeds in adjacent crop fields. This could be a real selling point for some farmers and avoid the need to plant a
certain percent of fields in non-herbicide resistant crops.

10 Continue to promote prairie strips. You're getting some really good research out and it seems like you're attracting
more partners to help promote them.

11  Continue research. Measure soil health under those strips. Estimate root depth. Continue monitoring wildlife
including pollinators. Continue honeybee research. Research grazing value of natives compared to other pasture
species. Grad student researchers are always welcomed here.

12 work with NRCS on STRIPS layout and species.

13 Do you have a digital file for signs with the above logo? Some interpretation.
| can have the signs fabricated.

14 Are Canada thistle suppressed by Canada goldenrod?

15  Will early spring grazing in the strips help establish warm season plants later?

16  Just keep promoting.

17  Meet the NRS on ISU’s 16,000 acres of farmland.

18  You are doing well. | wish USDA pushed PS more.
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Table 7. What educational events that you attended this past year—formal or informal, in-person or virtual—have
helped you to improve your understanding of prairie strips? In what ways were they helpful?

ID

1 lowa learning farms webinars, conversations with Dwight and Bev Rutter of the Prairie Flower in Fostoria, lowa.

2 None.

3

4 No events specifically focused on prairie strips per se.

The Southwest lowa Soil Health (SWISH) meetings/conference (led by Ruth Blomquist) touched on strips/prairie.
The 2026 PFI Conference has several sessions on prairie. Can’t remember is any were specifically focused on
prairie strips; Tim Youngquist could answer that question. But, discussions of using prairie as part of a farm
conservation plan is definitely front-and-center.

5

6 Multiple sessions about conservation management at Practical Farmers of lowa’s annual conference. They gave
me a wider view of challenges faced from longer-term managers.

7 |. had a great visit with Lisa.

N/A | attended several meetings and trainings 3 years

9 ago.

10 | hosted a plot tour with USDA/NRCS/FSA officials, Missouri Department of Conservation, Missouri Department
of Natural Resources, and Quail Unlimited representatives. | think those in attendance got some good
information and ideas how to use prairie strips on their farms. I've also have done a 15-minute in person and
zoom presentations on conservation on our farms, which includes establishing and the benefits of prairie strips.
Something that seems to be resonating is how we have a sense of urgency to contain our livestock but kick the
can down the road when it comes to containing our nutrients. We need to have the same sense of urgency when
our livestock break out as we do when nutrients leave our fields.

11 2 years ago the field day we held here with Lee Burras and Amber Anderson was interesting. We dug root pits and
compared alfalfa-Kernza roots and corn-prairie roots. The ISU native bumblebee research on my strips was also
interesting.

12 Virtual discussion- lowa Learning Farms importance of MCM of CRP.

13 None.

14 Just some things on social media that | see all the time. | remain interested.

15 PFI conference. Always helpful to hear how others are using prairie strips.

16 Virtual, helpful in understanding the value.

17 None

18 N/A
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Table 8. How did you first hear about prairie strips? (if you have answered this question in previous years, please feel
free to skip it)

||

4 Read an article about Lisa Schulte Moore and the STRIPS program in 2013; contacted her immediately wanting to
be part of this program!

6 Golden Hills RC&D.

8 Kevin Kuehner from MDA and Tim Youngquist.

10 Started seeing information from lowa State University and Missouri Prairie Foundation.

12 Neal Smith NWR decades ago.

14

16

18
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Table 9. Have you ever recommended prairie strips to other farmers and/or landowners?

Frequency Percent
Yes 16 94.1
No 1 5.9

Table 10. If you have recommended prairie strips to others, what motivated you to recommend them?

ID

1 Because | see only benefits from them.

2

3

4 1. Observation of the improved water infiltration in my prairie strips versus adjacent row crop ground during an
infiltration test of my farm soils. 2. Observation of the increase in wildlife on my farm/in my strips (native bees,
butterflies, moths, earthworms, birds, etc.). 3. | believe in rewilding at least a portion of each farm; return it to
what it was prior to white settlement- tall grass prairie. Native plants are less susceptible to disease, pests since
they are best adapted to the climate, soils, etc. of this area.

5

6 They are such an important piece of responsible land management, and they do amazing things for the human
spirit.

7 The many benefits, especially to organic farmers.

8 Every reason that’s listed in trainings your organization has put on.

9 soil conservation, wildlife habitat and preventing herbicide resistant weeds.

10 Reducing soil and nutrients from leaving our fields and impacting others downstream.

11 Grazing, aesthetics, wildlife habitat, ecosystem benefits.

12 benefits to pollinators, wildlife, plant diversity.

13 Their benefits: Habitat; Soil erosion control; Water filtration.

14 Offering habitat for native species.

15 The science and beauty proves they are worthwhile.

16 My love of them.

17 Economics.

18 I think erosion control is very important--and added summer wildlife habitat is a bonus. Substituting for terraces
where possible. | do not like consequences of tiling.

19
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Table 11. In 2026, would you be willing to show your prairie strips to potential adopters in your area and share
your knowledge and experiences?

Frequency Percent
Yes 14 87.5
No 1 6.3
Maybe 1 6.3

Table 12. Prairie strips are now eligible for annual rental payments through the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).
Would you be interested in establishing CRP prairie strips?

Frequency Percent
Yes 2 11.8
No 5 29.4
Maybe 2 11.8
Already enrolled 8 47.1

Table 13. Collaborator type

Frequency Percent
Landowner 9 47.4
Farmer 7 36.8
Land Manager 2 10.5
Agency 1 53
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Table 14. Do you have any additional comments?

ID

1 Thanks to all the prairie Strips team for bringing additional joy to my life.

2 None.

3

4 My farm is not eligible for CRP CP43 practice since it is no longer in row crops.

5

6

7

8

9

10 Keep up the great work. Any way | can support you, let me know.

11 Thank you. | would like to see a copy of the research report that you generate from this survey.

12 Plan to re-enroll strips CRP that expires in 2026. Hope to work with NRCS to change boundaries make the field
more user-friendly for the operator.

13

14

15 | was an early adopter so | do not qualify for CRP payments.

16 Nope.

17

18 Good program at ISU.
19
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The Science-based Trials of Rowcrops Integrated with Prairie Strips (STRIPS) has many project partners.
These presently include lowa State University College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Leopold Center for
Sustainable Agriculture, lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, lowa Flood Center, lowa
Soybean Association, Prairie Rivers of lowa, The Eastern lowa Airport, The McKnight Foundation, Trees
Forever, University of lowa Biomass Fuel Project, University of Northern lowa Tallgrass Prairie Center, USDA-
ARS National Laboratory for Agriculture and the Environment, USDA Farm Service Agency, USDA Forest
Service, USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture, USDA North Central SARE, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, U.S. Geological Survey, Walton Family Foundation, Whiterock Conservancy, as well as over 35 private
farmers and farmland owners. Our partner list is updated over time at www.nrem.iastate.edu/research/
STRIPS/content/partners.
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