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2017 Wildlife research summary

First and foremost, thank you for allowing us to cons
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Stephedsanadud lected for that project in 2017.
education and

to answer some Matt graduated with hi deg:
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mi ght benefi:t his PhD. There is also a new PhD student in the la
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your i mportant you! daily nest survival, with lower sur-
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pr e m:j s mg . @ tS hatched. This is probably due to
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RN more activity at the nest attracting

predators.
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Bird Nests

One of the more noticeable projects we are working on is our bird nest study. The
aim of this project is to determine the best way to design prairie strips to serve as
guality nesting habitat. To do this we need to locate a large number of nests and
then monitor each of them every few days to see when they either succeed or fail.

Finding nests involves a lot of walking through grassy areas and crops (on some
farms) and watching for an adult to fly off a nest so we know where to focys our
search efforts. Most of our nest searching last year was simply walking in|a tightly
spaced line through grassy areas on the farm, but we also had plots flagged-out-that _ _
always received the same amount of searching time to allow us to comparéér?é@ic'ssel nestin a patch of Wild

e . . . ergamot in a prairie strip at the SMI
densities in different kinds of conservation features. site. Many grassland birds prefer to buile

The nest data we have collected so far shows that after accounting for the Besiglgglensesttifimed vegetation
ment age of the nests: that can better support a nest. This nest

also contains eggs of «a@adeah
§ Redwinged Blackbird nests survive better in areas of dense vegetation Gudlrds: species that lays its eggs in
prairie strips) R.WKHU ELUGV:- QHVWYV D
raise its young.
§ Dickcissel nests survive better at one site with a particularly large, mature prairie

strip (INH) compared to other sites, as well as better in mature prairie strips compared to other cover type

§ Vesper Sparrow nests survive better in prairie strips than in other cover types

We have a good start on figuring out how nest survival varies across areas on farms, but there are a lot mor
tions we would like to find answers for, such as: How does nest survival vary for other bird species found on
farms? How do design decisions like prairie strip width and species diversity affect nest survival? How do pr:
strips compare to larger areas of grass for nesting cover? Stay tuned over the next couple years as we find r
nests and gain the statistical power necessary to answer some of these quddtnStephenson

Cover Boards

Our cover board study is an attempt to see if reptiles (snakes & lizards), amphibians
(toads & salamanders), and small mammals (mice, voles, & shrews) are present in d
ent areas on farms at different rates.
different kinds of grass cover around the farm and then turn them over every time we
visit. We record all of the animals present under each board and if there are snakes
toads present, we attempt to catch them so we can get a good identification on them
determine their sex, and measure and weigh them.

Most of the snakes we find are small iresiatg Garter Snakes or Brown Snakes, but
we also found a few larger rodeating snakes such as Fox Snakes and-ellmal
Racers. We have also found some less common species, such as Northern Prairie

. —' Skinks (a lizard), Lined Snakes, and Tiger Salamanders!
Most of the animals we find under

cover boards are mice, voledaita analysis is ongoing for the cover board study, but the main takeaway so far is tt
shrews, with reptiles and amgb®irrrence rates for snakes on farms is very low. On average we turn cover boards :

ans being less common. Somefimgse st 0 get a single snake sighting.

we come across rarer species, such.as . . .
this Tiger Salamander foun;tg{% [ates to other study systems will be one piece of the puzzle going forward.

WHI site. -Matt Stephenson



